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TAX  DEDUCTIONS 


1.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  recently  received  a copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration, 
on  the  subject  of  federal  income  tax  deductions.  For  the  information  of  all 
County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors,  the  text  of  the  letter  in  question  is 
presented  below. 

October  IS,  1955 


T:R:  I 
KWW-3 


Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan 


Attention:  Mr*  Philip  Baldwin, 

Associate  General  Counsel 


Gentlemen : 


A ruling  has  been  requested  as  to  whether  civil  defense  volunteers  may 
deduct  all  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
volunteers,  such  as  travel  expenses  from  Washington  to  Nevada  to  watch  the 
atomic  bomb  tests  or  expenses  incurred  in  attending  state  meetings  of  civil 
defense  volunteers. 


Section  170  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1954  provides  that  an  indi- 
vidual in  computing  taxable  income,  shall  be  allowed  as  deductions  contributions 
or  gifts  payment  of  which  is  made  within  the  taxable  year  to  or  for  the  use  of 
a State,  a Territory,  a possession  of  the  United  States,  or  any  political  sub- 
division of  any  of  the  foregoing,  or  the  United  States  or  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  only  if  the  contribution  or  gift  is  made  for  exclusively  public 
purposes. 


It  is  the  opinion  of  this  office  that  the  actual  unreimbursed  expenses 
incurred  by  civil  defense  volunteers  in  the  performance  of  their  volunteer 
duties,  such  as  traveling  expenses  to  watch  atomic  bomb  tests,  the  expenses 
of  attending  state  meetings  of  civil  defense  volunteers  or  other  expenses 
directly  connected  with  and  solely  attributable  to  the  rendition  of  such  vol- 
unteer services,  constitute  contributions  or  gifts  within  the  moaning  of  section 
170  of  the  Code  of  1954  and  are  deductible  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
provided  in  such  section. 


Very  truly  yours, 
s/  H.  T.  Swartz 

Director,  Tax  Rulings  Division 

2.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  is  not,  of  course,  in  position 
to  add  to,  or  attempt  to  clarify,  the  information  set  forth  in  the  letter  quoted 
above.  Should  County  or  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  wish  additional  information 
on  this  particular  subject,  it  is  suggested  that  they  write  the  Treasury  Department 
concerning  the  matter. 

i\mjt/.h  ufJi- 

Richard'Tferstell' 

Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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INFORMATION  CIRCULAR  NO.  66 
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FEDERAL  INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTIONS 


1.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  recently  received  a cony  of  a 
letter  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration, 
on  the  subject  of  federal  income  tax  deductions.  For  the  information  of  all 
County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors,  the  text  of  the  letter  in  question  is 
presented  below. 


October  18,  1955 
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Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan 


Attention:  Mr,  Fhilip  Baldwin, 

Associate  General  Counsel 


Gentlemen: 


A ruling  has  been  requested  as 
deduct  all  expenses  incurred  by  them 
volunteers,  such  as  travel  expenses 
atomic  bomb  tests  or  expenses  incurr 
defense  volunteers. 


to  whether  civil  defense  volunteers  may 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
from  Washington  to  Nevada  to  watch  the 
od  in  attending  state  meetings  of  civil 


Section  170  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1954  provides  that  an  indi- 
vidual in  computing  taxable  income,  shall  be  allowed  as  deductions  contributions 
or  gifts  payment  of  which  is  made  within  the  taxable  year  to  or  for  the  use  of 
a State,  a Territory,  a possession  of  the  United  States,  or  any  political  sub- 
division of  any  of  the  foregoing,  or  the  United  States  or  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  only  if  the  contribution  or  gift  is  made  for  exclusively  public 
purposes. 


It  is  the  opinion  of  this  office  that  the  actual  unreimbursed  expenses 
incurred  by  civil  defense  volunteers  in  the  performance  of  their  volunteer 
duties,  such  as  traveling  expenses  to  watch  atomic  bomb  tests,  the  expenses 
of  attending  state  meetings  of  civil  defense  volunteers  or  other  expenses 
directly  connected  with  and  solely  attributable  to  the  rendition  of  such  vol- 
unteer services,  constitute  contributions  or  gifts  within  the  meaning  of  section 
1?0  of  the  Code  of  1954  and  are  deductible  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
provided  in  such  section. 


Very  truty  yours, 
s/  H.  T.  Swartz 


Director,  Tax  Rulings  Division 


2.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  is  not,  of  course,  in  position 
to  add  to,  or  attempt  to  clarify,  the  information  set  forth  in  the  letter  quoted 
above.  Should  County  or  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  wish  additional  information 
on  this  particular  subject,  it  is  suggested  that  they  write  the  Treasury  Department 
concerning  the  matter. 


A;'  /(' 

Richard  Gerst ell’ 


Director  of  Civil  Defense 


